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SUBJECT: SOARES AND SPANISH SOCIALISTS 

1 . DURING OUR SEPTEMBER 3 MEETING (SEPTELS), PRIME 
MINISTER SOARES SAID HE INTENDED TO TRY TO HELP UNIFY 
THE CONTENDING SOCIALIST FACTIONS IN SPAIN. TO THAT END 
HE PLANS TO INVITE VARIOUS SPANISH SOCIALIST LEADERS TO 
PORTUGAL FAIRLY SOON. HE HOPES THAT FELIPE GONZALEZ, 
TIERNO GALVAN, ET AL, MAY BENEFIT BY A SERIES OF EXCHANGES 
OF VIEWS WITH THEIR PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST COLLEAGUES. IN 
MAKING THIS PROPOSAL, SOARES IS CONSCIOUS OF THE VITAL 
ROLE PLAYED BY A UNIFIED PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST PARTY IN 
DEFEATING PORTUGUESE COMMUNISTS. RECOGNIZING THAT NO 
TWO SITUATIONS ARE EXACTLY SIMILAR, HE NONETHELESS 
BELIEVES THAT CONTINUED FRAGMENTATION OF THE SPANISH 
SOCIALISTS IS LIKELY TO PLAY INTO SPANISH COMMUNIST 
HANDS OVER THE LONG TERM. 

2. OTHER PORTUGUESE SOCIALIST LEADERS HAVE ALSO 
INDICATED TO US THAT THE PARTY CONTINUES TO MONITOR 
DEVELOPMENTS WITHIN SPANISH SOCIALISM. PORTUGUESE 
SOCIALISTS GENERALLY VIEW PSOE LEADER FELIPE GONZALEZ 
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HAS BEEN CAST UPON HIM. PORTUGUESE SOCIALISTS 
ASCRIBE CURRENT PSOE PROMINENCE MORE TO ITS WORKING 
CLASS BASE THAN TO GONZALEZ'S INHERENT LEADERSHIP 
QUALITIES. PORTUGUESE SOCIALISTS TEND TO BELIEVE THAT 
SPANISH SOCIALISTS GROUPED AROUND TIERNO GALVAN WILL 
BECOME MORE PROMINENT AS PARTIES COME OUT INTO THE OPEN. 

3. COMMENT: SOARES MADE CLEAR THAT HE WOULD LIKE TO 
CONSULT WITH US. I IMAGINE HE AND THE SPD ARE ALREADY 
MAINTAINING A DIALOGUE ON SPAIN. WOULD APPRECIATE 
COMMENT THAT ADDRESSEES MAY WISH TO MAKE. SOARES 
WANTS TO BE HELPFUL AND WOULD PROBABLY BE AMENABLE TO 
A FAIRLY FRANK EXCHANGE. 

CARLUCCI 


CONFIDENTIAL 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: INVITATIONS, VISITS, PARTY LEADERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 06 SEP 1976 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1976LISBON06097 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: X4 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D760338-0796 
From: LISBON 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1976/newtext/t19760988/aaaacxkn.tel 

Line Count: 75 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EUR 
Original Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 2 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: CONFIDENTIAL 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 27 APR 2004 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <27 APR 2004 by BoyleJA>; APPROVED <20 AUG 2004 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
04 MAY 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: SOARES AND SPANISH SOCIALISTS 
TAGS: PFOR, PO, SP, (SOARES, MARIO) 

To: STATE 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 



